
SUPER DTP - Call for PhD Studentship proposals  

The Scottish Universities Partnership for Environmental Research Doctoral Training Partnership 
(SUPER DTP) is pleased to announce its first call for PhD studentship proposals.  

About SUPER DTP 

The Scottish Universities Partnership for Environmental Research Doctoral Training Partnership 
(SUPER DTP) will address an interdisciplinary "catchment to coast" research portfolio, combining the 
expertise of a well-established collaborative group of universities, delivering world-leading research 
and training in natural environmental sciences. Each SUPER partner is already a member of the Marine 
Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland (MASTS), a higher education pool established in 2009, 
whose research and training collaborations address cutting-edge scientific challenges. The SUPER DTP 
will support a wide range of projects concerning aspects of marine, freshwater and terrestrial 
research, relating to the overarching “catchment to coast” theme. Subjects such as ecology, 
biodiversity, ecosystem change, environmental physics and chemistry, and mathematical modelling 
of populations and ecosystems are relevant. The challenges of climate change and the drive for 
sustainable economic growth are accelerating and the need for relevant skills and training increasing. 
The SUPER DTP therefore has a clear focus on climate change impacts, improved environmental 
management, sustainable exploitation (e.g. fisheries, forestry and aquaculture) and blue growth.  
 
Themes under the SUPER "Catchment to Coast" umbrella are:  

• Environmental dynamics: hydrology, sedimentology, coastal processes, erosion control, 
ecosystem engineering, river ecology and flood management;   

• Biodiversity and ecosystem function: Ecosystem services, ecology and conservation; 
• Challenged ecosystems: climate, pollution, resilience, resource management, societal well-

being. 

We will attract high calibre candidates and develop their specific research skills, while also insuring 
further training in transferable and life skills. The SUPER DTP will formalise this additional training 
through its advanced qualification, the SUPER "Post Graduate Researcher Professional Development 
Certificate" (PG Cert.). This is an innovative approach to establish a "structured Ph.D." programme 
whereby additional elements of a candidate’s progression can be explicitly planned and recognised. 
The PG Cert. will ensure that SUPER DTP students stand out and formalise the breadth of doctoral 
training for both the student and society. We recognise all our students as individuals and take pride 
in offering them a truly flexible and outstanding doctoral experience. 
 
The SUPER DTP partner Universities are St Andrews University, Aberdeen University, Edinburgh Napier 
University, Heriot-Watt University, the University of the Highlands and Islands, University of Stirling, 
University of Strathclyde and the University of the West of Scotland. 
 
Collaborating Partners that will provide additional training and project opportunities include: Marine 
Scotland, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage, the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee and the James Hutton Institute, from among 40 stakeholder organisations 
encompassing industry, government agencies, international collaborators, and collective industry 
bodies that act as a gateway for future opportunities. Many have already promised specific support 
and will provide matched funding for relevant projects. These partners will be involved in the planning, 
supervision and exploitation of selected projects and we will offer our students internship 
opportunities in relevant firms and organisations. This experience often leads to career opportunities.  
 
All non-HEI SUPER DTP Collaborating Partners have been invited to suggest areas of research that 
they may, in principle, be willing to consider, together with a point of contact. This information will 
be published on the SUPER DTP webpage as soon as it becomes available. 



Basic Terms and Conditions 

All SUPER DTP studentships must have one primary HEI supervisor and a second supervisor from 
another HEI SUPER DTP Partner or Collaborating Partner. Where possible, students should be jointly 
registered and FTEs allocated proportionately. 

All students will be expected to participate in two main cohort building events per year; the Annual 
Science Meeting and the Annual Retreat. 

All students must register for the Post Graduate Professional Researcher Certificate (PG Cert.). 

Students are expected to select further training opportunities relevant to their respective interests 
and that may contribute to the PG Cert. The individual RTSG awards will help support this. 

All studentship positions must be confirmed by 21st March 2019. If the studentship is not filled by this 
date, the position may be re-advertised to secure an appointment within a further three months. 
Failure to recruit in this timeframe will result in the studentship being re-allocated. 

SUPER offers PhD studentships for 3.5 years (42 months) including stipend and fees at the RCUK rate 
(2019-2020 rates to be announced). Part-time study is also available. 

The host institution is required to contribute 33% to the cost of the studentship. Where Non-HEI 
Collaborating Partners are involved in a project, they must also contribute 33% of the cost. The 
operational costs and student registration fees for the DTP Graduate School and PG. Cert will be 
derived from the RCUK studentship award, as agreed by the DTP Partners. 

The Research and Training Support Grant (RTSG) will be allocated to the student but a proportion is 
expected to be used to support PG Cert training.  

The studentships are regulated by RCUK Terms and Conditions. 

CASE Award studentships are encouraged and welcome, but they must be accompanied by a letter 
confirming the in principle commitment of the CASE partner. CASE partners are required to 
supplement the studentship, and thus enhance the research project, by: 

• paying at least £1,000 per year to the lead research organisation to supplement the Research 
& Training Support Grant (RTSG) for the duration of the studentship 

• in addition to the cash contribution above, meeting the extra expenses (such as travel and 
subsistence) incurred by the student visiting and working in the CASE establishment(s) 

• contributing in cash or in kind towards necessary materials whilst the student is based at the 
CASE partner establishment(s). 

 
Applications must be submitted by the primary supervisor. Student initiated proposals are welcome, 
but they must be submitted by their prospective supervisor(s). 

All projects must have two suitably qualified supervisors (i.e. have previous supervisory experience), 
although one may be less experienced. There may be a requirement for three named supervisors, 
where one of the supervisory team is from a collaborating partner with no previous experience of PhD 
supervision. First-time HEI supervisors without a record of successful PhD completion must have an 
experienced second HEI supervisor in the team. 

Proposals will be assessed and ranked in the following order: 

1. Quality of science 
2. Quality of Partnership 
3. Relevance to the DTP theme  

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/documents/Termsconditionstraininggrants-pdf/


4. Resources committed in cash/in-kind to the project (this aspect will only be used to 
differentiate similar proposals that are judged as equal in all other areas of assessment). 

 

Application process 

• Application forms and further information can be downloaded from: 
https://www.masts.ac.uk/graduate-school/super/apply/  

• Applications should be submitted to masts@st-andrews.ac.uk. The deadline for application 
submission is 12:00 GMT Monday 10th December 2018. 

• Applications received after the deadline will not be accepted. 
• Anticipated date for notification of outcome of proposal assessment: Monday 14th January 

2019. 
• Successful proposal applicants will be expected to advertise, interview and be in a position 

to appoint a student by 21st March 2019. 
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