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Scottish uplands reach to sea level!
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Water Quality
Detailed up-to-date data on individual rivers can 

be obtained at: 

https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-

environment/state-of-the-

environment/ecosystem-health-

indicators/condition-indicators/indicator-6-

freshwater/

https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-environment/state-of-the-environment/ecosystem-health-indicators/condition-indicators/indicator-6-freshwater/
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Water Quality: Priority Catchments
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Water Quality Focus Areas
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Wider countryside: peatlands

Extent in uplands stable 

but some decreases in 

plant species richness 

and many emitting 

rather than 

sequestering carbon
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Constrained Farming Systems

• Scottish farming is significantly 
constrained by poor land (85% 
classed as Less Favoured Area)

• About 54,000 agricultural holdings 
in Scotland covering 5.7 million 
ha

• Around 20,000 farm businesses 
claiming direct CAP support

• Around 19,400 registered crofts
(about 13,000 crofters) with about 
1,100 common grazings 
(covering 584,000 Ha)
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Range of agricultural 

production challenges, e.g.:
• Low productivity

• Poor nutrition

• Pests and Disease

• Climate change

• Predation

• Blackloss

Livestock challenges in coastal Scotland

Low lambing 
percentages in 
spring
and/or

Low survival of 
lambs through 
to autumn
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Sheep: a changed landscape

• Large reduction in sheep 

population  - particularly 

in the West Coast

• Some farms/crofts 

reducing sheep numbers 

altogether

• Other farms/crofts 

reducing flock sizes and 

concentrating on only 

part of the grazing 

resource
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Beef – a gradual decline

• Suckler herd well spread 

across the country

• North East has higher 

concentration of finishing 

animals

• 11% decline since 

2006
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Financial Performance

• Despite good prices 

in recent years, hill

sheep remain largely 

unprofitable

• Despite good beef 

prices suckler cows

remain largely

unprofitable
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Biodiversity pros and cons

http://www.curlewcall.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/WERNHAM_Scottish-Curlew-
Conf_Sep2018_FINAL.pdf copyright BTO

http://www.curlewcall.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/WERNHAM_Scottish-Curlew-Conf_Sep2018_FINAL.pdf


1313

Biodiversity pros and cons

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237020620_Costs_and_benefits_of
_wild_goose_conservation_in_Scotland/figures?lo=1

https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/sea-eagles-
targeting-lambs-a-major-problem-for-farmers-21229

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237020620_Costs_and_benefits_of_wild_goose_conservation_in_Scotland/figures?lo=1
https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/sea-eagles-targeting-lambs-a-major-problem-for-farmers-21229
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Sparsely Populated Areas of Scotland
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Biological 
Sciences
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Innovation = Doing Things Differently

For more detail see: http://www.sruc.ac.uk/news/120252/hill_and_mountain_research_centre

http://www.sruc.ac.uk/news/120252/hill_and_mountain_research_centre
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