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Outline

• Overview of Nature Conservation MPAs
• History behind management considerations 
• Process for developing management options 
• Current progress
• ‘Wishlist’ of research priorities





A participatory process 
• Regular engagement with stakeholders at key 
stages in the selection process
• Process for deciding on management measures 
critical for discussion as early as possible



Management Options Papers as a tool for highlighting 
potential management implications

• Acting on feedback from the fourth national stakeholder 
workshop
• Presented as a series of case studies at the fifth stakeholder 
workshop to glean comments on level of detail and format 
• Consisted of:

– Overview of activities taking place 
– Feature distribution
– Sensitivities of proposed protected features to pressures associated with 
activities taking place 
– Management options 

• Tools developed in parallel to this to support the production of 
management options....



Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool (FeAST)

• Best available information on the sensitivity of MPA search features 
to pressures associated with marine activities
• Online resource hosted by Marine Scotland -
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-
environment/FEAST-Intro



Fisheries Management Guidance

• Tells us what is known about the impact of fishing activities on the 
features and how these impacts might be mitigated
• Available on JNCC’s website - http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6498



Management Options Papers

• Tools applied to develop management options around three broad 
categories:

– Remove pressure, e.g. no activity permitted that results in pressures 
to which the features are sensitive
– Reduce/limit pressure, e.g. zoned approaches or seasonal closures 
– No additional management

• Management Options Papers produced by SNH/JNCC for each 
possible MPA that was consulted on
• Risk around taking forward respective options based on likelihood of 
achieving conservation objectives



Where are we now 

• 30 Nature Conservation MPAs designated - additional fisheries 
management measures required 
• Marine Scotland leading discussions with relevant stakeholders 
taking a regional approach

• Territorial waters – Fisheries measures will be developed and 
implemented under national legislation. 
• Offshore waters – Joint recommendations under Article 11 of the 
revised Common Fisheries Policy. 



Plans in territorial waters

• 2 year programme – mostly fisheries measures but anchoring a 
potential issue for some habitats
• Using regional forums to engage stakeholders – East, Northwest, 
Southwest
• 1st year – focus on features with remove / avoid pressure
• 2nd year – features with reduce / limit pressure
• Management plan for each site by end of 2016.  Aim is to keep 
these as simple as possible



Voluntary measures adopted by industry

• Industry have adopted voluntary measures in territorial waters for 
sites with ‘recover’ feature conservation objectives:



Fisheries displacement work – e.g. Wester 
Ross 
•



Fisheries displacement work – e.g. Wester 
Ross 
•



Plans in offshore waters
• Joint recommendations under Article 11 of the revised Common Fisheries 
Policy
• Proposed measures being produced by Marine Scotland based on MOPs
• JNCC have developed a series of standard assessment principles to ensure 
transparency and consistency in scientific advice to Marine Scotland: 

– Range of biological communities
– Feature sensitivity warrants a greater proportion of feature being protected
– Zones in areas of greatest survey effort
– Exclude areas of non-feature
– Feature importance at the biogeographical scale 
– Potential edge effects/avoid potentially harmful displacement effects where 
possible

• Stakeholder workshops March 2015
• Submission to European Commission Spring 2016



Key questions/issues for discussion

• Under the reduce/limit option, how much is enough?
–Most notably for sedimentary habitats e.g. Dogger Bank example 

•Timeframes for realisation of an adaptive approach?
– Recovery potential and trajectories – available research
– Better understanding of the relationship between fishing intensity and condition 
of features – gradients? 
–Connectivity considerations in this context? 


